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First Sunday of Advent 
United Black Christians Anniversary 

Violet or blue are the colors of the Advent season. These colors can remind us of the loss of 
daylight in the Northern Hemisphere and the anticipation of the return of Light. Violet is 
associated with preparation, penitence, and royalty. Blue is often associated with Mary, 

the mother of Jesus. 
 
PRELUDE  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Robert Lau 
 
GREETING 

“The reason I never give up hope is that everything is basically hopeless. 
Hopelessness underscores everything – the deep sadness and fear at the center of 
life, the holes in the heart of our families, the animal confusion within us. When 
you do give up hope, a lot can happen. When it’s not pinned wriggling onto a shiny 
image or expectation, it may float forth and open like those fluted Japanese 
blossoms, flimsy and spastic, bright and warm.”  Anne Lamott,  
 Plan B: Further Thoughts on Faith 

 
v This symbol invites the congregation to stand in body or spirit; Bold type 

indicates a unison response. NCH refers to the New Century Hymnal; SPP 
refers to Sing! Prayer and Praise songbook.   

 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  Sandy Gahn & Kathy Marean 
  

SONG OF RESPONSE “He Came Down” (sing twice) 
 
He came down that we may have hope;  
he came down that we may have hope; 
he came down that we may have hope, 
Hallelujah forever more. 

 
ISAIAH’S STORY Joe Walters 

Written by: Rev. Wan Hur. Published by the United Church of Canada.   
 

v OPENING SONG “All Earth Is Waiting” NCH 121 
 
TAKING STOCK OF OUR BLESSINGS AND RESOURCES   

We receive the blessing of God’s generosity that lets us know abundance. The gifts 
we offer of time, talent, trust, and treasure allow hopes and dreams to grow. Let 
our giving always be a generous response to Holy Hope in our lives. 

 
PRAYER OF GRATITUDE 

Holy God who seeds our lives with hope, we give you thanks. Thank you for 
visions, dreams, and possibilities. Thank you for the resources and commitment 
that let us move forward with hope. Thank you for the ways we can bring hope into 
our community. Let us be blessings for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

 
  



  

ANTHEM                     “Lift Up Your Heads Arr. Larry Shackley 
Adult Choir; Carol Looney, Flute  

 

Lift up your heads, you mighty gates.  
Behold the King of kings is drawing near.  
The Savior of the world is here! Alleluia!  
Fling wide the portals of your heart. 
Make it a temple, set apart from earthly use 
for heaven’s employ.  
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.  
Redeemer come, with us abide; our hearts to 
You we open wide.  

Let us your inner presence feel, Your grace 
and love in us reveal.  
All praise to You, eternal Son, whose advent 
has our freedom won.  
Whom with the Father we adore, and Holy 
Spirit everyone!  
Lift up your heads, you mighty gates: behold 
the King of glory waits!  

 
YOUNGER MESSAGE 
 
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44  The Inclusive Bible 

 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
1 This is what Isaiah ben-Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:  
2 In the last days, the mountain of YHWH’s Temple will be established as the most 

important mountain and raised above all other hills - all nations will stream 
toward it.  

3 Many people will come and say:  
“Come, let us climb YHWH’s mountain to the Temple of the God of Jacob, that we 

may be instructed in God’s ways and walk in God’s paths.” Instruction will be 
given from Zion and the word of YHWH from Jerusalem.  

4 God will judge between the nations and render decisions for many countries. They 
will beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; one 
nation will not raise the sword against another, and never again will they train for 
war.  

5 O house of Leah and Rachel and Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of YHWH! 
 

Matthew 24:36-44 
36 “No one knows that day and that hour—not the angels of heaven, nor even the Only 

Begotten—only Abba God. 
37 “The coming of the Promised One will be just like Noah’s time. 38 In the days before 

the flood, people were eating and drinking, having relationships and getting 
married, right up to the day Noah entered the ark. 39 They were totally 
unconcerned until the flood came and destroyed them. So it will be at the coming 
of the Promised One. 40 Two people will be out in the field; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 41 Two people will be grinding meal; one will be taken and one will 
be left. 42 Therefore be vigilant! For you don’t know the day your Savior is coming.  

43 “Be sure of this: if the owner of the house had known when the thief was coming, 
the owner would have kept a watchful eye and not allowed the house to be broken 
into. 44 You must be prepared in the same way. The Promised One is coming at the 
time you least expect. 

 
MESSAGE “Where Does It Hurt?” Rev. Coqui Conkey 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Nathan Wiley 



  

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Abba who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

v CLOSING HYMN “Come, O Long Expected Jesus” NCH 122 
 

v BLESSING   
 
POSTLUDE  “Fanfare on Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying” Michael Burkhardt 
 
You are invited to conclude your time of worship by remaining in your seat and listening to 

the Postlude. 
 
 



  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE  
As the leaves fall, we know that snow will be falling soon, 
too. Our little neighbors at Rolling Green Elementary School 
in Urbandale will need snow pants, boots, and lots of 
mittens and gloves for the snow season. Can you help? Grab 
a request from the display on the bulletin board on the west 
wall to the right of the office, purchase the item(s), and place 
items in the tote under the bulletin board for delivery to the 
school. Your generosity will provide warmth to many. Thank 
you! 
 
LITURGIST OPPORTUNITIES IN WORSHIP: Please 
consider you and your child(ren) taking a part as acolytes, 
Advent candle lighters and readers. We also need readers for 
the scripture, Call to Prayer and Praise and other prayers.  
Please let Rev. Amy know if your youth is interested in any 
of these parts.  
 
BIBLE STUDY - WHAT MY GRANDMOTHERS TAUGHT ME 
Lisa Griffith Tierney and Lynne Busch-Rae will be leading a 
new Bible study at Urbandale UCC, on Sunday evenings in 
Fellowship Hall beginning Dec 4,  
from 6 pm-7:30 pm, for 9 sessions 
(excluding Dec 25 and Jan 1).  Please let 
us know what accommodations you may 
need.  All are welcome!  
Study Guides are available and 
encouraged.  Study Guides are $10 and 
can be ordered HERE!     à  à  à  à  à 
Study Guides are also available in the 
office for $11. 
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/product/what-my-
grandmothers-taught-me-english-edition/   
 
REFUGEE MINISTRY UPDATE 
The Refugee Ministry folks wish to thank you for the 
items you’ve been bringing. They are greatly 
appreciated. The refugee ministry is collecting toilet 
paper, diapers (sizes 3, 4, & 5), paper towels, and 
tissue. The drop-off boxes are across from the church 
office. Your help makes a difference! Thanks.  
 

  

THIS WEEK AT UUCC 
 
Sunday, November 27 
  9:00 am  Matu Sunday School 
10:00 am  Worship 
12:30 pm  Light Mission       

Pentecostal Church 
  1:00 pm  Matu Bethel Church 
 
Monday, November 28 
  6:30 pm  Transition Team Meeting  

@ Becky Swift’s House 
 
Tuesday, November 29 
11:00 am  Staff Meeting 
  5:30 pm  Parenting Way 
  6:30 pm  Boy Scouts 
 
Wednesday, November 30 
 6:00 pm  Handbells 
 7:00 pm  Adult Choir  
 7:30 pm  AA 
 
Saturday, December 3 
  9:30 am  Prayer Shawl  
12:00 pm  Boy Scouts  
  3:00 pm  Light Mission 
 Pentecostal Church 
  6:00 pm  Matu Bethel Church 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT UUCC 
 
Sunday, December 4 
  9:00 am  ASF Advent unwrapped  
  5:00 pm  Advent PJ Party 
  6:00 pm  Bible Study 
 
Monday, December 5 

Poinsettias order forms & payment  
DUE 

 
Family Promise 
Sun. December 11 – December 18 
 
Saturday, December 17 
10:00 am  Youth Christmas Program 

Dress Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, December 18 
10:00 am  Youth Christmas Program 
 
 
 



  

 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL PAJAMA PARTY & POTLUCK 
NEXT SUNDAY! à Sunday, December 4 @ 5:30-7pm  
Please wear your best pajamas and bring a sweet treat to share for our annual PJ 
party & potluck in Fellowship Hall.  Soups, an Advent story and crafts will be 
offered in Fellowship Hall.  We will close with our ever-popular singing of the 
“Twelve Days of Christmas." We need soup donations, and a kitchen crew who 
will help set up, clean up, and run the dishwasher. Please let Rev. Amy know if 
you can bring soup and/or help with the kitchen crew.  Don’t forget to wear your 
pajamas to church on Dec. 4 to remind our congregation everyone is invited! 

 
 

 
 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM REHEARSALS 
It’s that time of year again when we get to sing familiar Christmas songs, come 
dressed for the PJ Party on December 4 in church, remember the Christmas 
Story, use the ever-exciting microphone in church and pray to the Holy Spirit 
that all is well and meaningful!  We continue to rehearse during the Sunday 
school time of 9-9:15 am and head to our classroom for Advent lessons.   
 
Sunday Morning Rehearsals 9-9:15 am in the choir room: Dec. 4, 11 & 18. 
There is no rehearsal on Nov. 27 for Thanksgiving. 
 
Dress Rehearsal:  Saturday, December 17 from 10-11 am in the Worship Space.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  

 
 

  



  

SERVING AT URBANDALE UCC THIS SUNDAY 
Opening/Closing the Church: Jon Greising 

Worship Greeters: Anne Clark 
A/V Booth:  Ryan Nussbaum (Video) and Scott Davis (Audio)

 
URBANDALE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

3530 70th Street, Urbandale, IA  50322  Phone: 515-276-0625  ▪  Fax: 515-276-2451 
 
www.urbucc.org www.facebook.com/UrbandaleUCC 
 

“We welcome into this community of faith and affirm the participation in all aspects of church life, 
persons of every age, race, gender identity and expression, nationality, ability, and sexual orientation. 
We will continue our efforts toward inclusiveness and stand against all forms of discrimination. We 
will empower ourselves, our children, and one another to be fully present in the world, living in Christ’s 
image and striving for justice and peace.” 
 

Staff 
The Rev. Coqui Conkey, Intentional Interim Pastor coqui.conkey@urbucc.org 
The Rev. Amy Murray, Ministry Program Coordinator amy.murray@urbucc.org 
Steven Linn, Music Program Director steven.linn@urbucc.org 
Bobby Stinnett, M.M., Organist,  
   Children/Youth Choirs and Handbell Director bobby.stinnett@urbucc.org 
Abigail Sinclair, Communications & Office Coordinator staff@urbucc.org 
Sadmir & Umihana Omerhodzic, Custodians sadmir.omerhodzic@urbucc.org 
 

Covenant Ministers 
Rev. Kendy Miller Triconference Ministries UCC 
Rev. Lisa Griffith Tierney Immanuel 

Ministry Leaders 
Caregiving Ministries: 
Caregivers, Homebound ................ Rachel Siegel caregivers.1@urbucc.org 
Listening Room ............................. Maryellen Knowles listening.room@urbucc.org 
Prayer Circle  prayer.circle@urbucc.org 
Prayer Shawl Ministry prayer.shawls@urbucc.org 
 

Leadership Team: 
Moderator ..................................... Sandy Gahn moderator@urbucc.org 
Vice-Moderator ............................. Jennifer Gardner vicemoderator@urbucc.org 
Treasurer ...................................... Jim Nervig treasurer@urbucc.org 
Financial Secretary ....................... Steve Looney financial@urbucc.org 
Recording Secretary ...................... Taena Fowler uuccrecorder@urbucc.org 
At Large Members:  Bob Brandhorst, Debbie Gannon, Becky Swift, Kris Thompson  
 

Ad Ministry Liaison  ...................... Wesley Keeler ad.ministry@urbucc.org 
Christian Growth Liaison  ............. Wilona Keeler christian.growth@urbucc.org 
Worship Team Liaison .................. Anne Clark worship.team@urbucc.org 
 

Other Contacts: 
Building & Grounds B&G.team@urbucc.org 
Social Media Team  social.media@urbucc.org 
Membership ……………………………Jon Greising              membership.team@urbucc.org 
For pastoral care, please contact Pastor Coqui at 276-0625 (office) 515-723-3705 (cell) or 
coqui.conkey@urbucc.org. 


