
“No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you are invited and 

welcome here.” 
 
 

 

 
 

A Just Peace and Open and Affirming congregation 

 

October 4, 2020 10:00 a.m. 
Eighteenth Sunday of Pentecost 

Communion Sunday 
 

PRELUDE 
 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

• If you can have multiple tabs or windows open on your device, you can pull up the bulletin for 

this service by going to urbucc.org. 

• If you want to take a moment to set up your space for whatever helps you pray, meditate, or be 

mindful of God’s presence, please do that. A candle or cross or Bible or whatever helps you. 

Also, minimize distractions, like phones or alarms. 

• We will be taking communion during our service, so if you haven’t already, grab a piece of bread 

for each person watching, and something fruity to drink. Wine or grape juice are most often used 

but if all you have is Dr. Pepper, that’ll do. 

• We will be asking you to jot some things down, which you may be able to do on the device you 

are using to watch this, or you can grab a pad and pen or pencil. 

• Later in the service we will read from the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 21, so if you have a 

Bible handy you might want to get it and turn to that passage. We will be reading from the 

Inclusive Bible, so you can compare it with your translation. 

• Elements of today’s worship are from the book Gifts in Open Hands -- More Worship Resources 

for the Global Community (Tirabassi and Eddy, Pilgrim Press 2011) and from its predecessor 

Gifts of Many Cultures (Tirabassi and Eddy, Pilgrim Press, 1995) used by permission. 
 

GREETING 

“Ministry is the least important thing. You cannot not minister if you are in communion with God and 

live in community.” Henri Nouwen 
  

CALLING OUR ATTENTION TO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

LEADER: The whole world is in God's hands. 

PEOPLE: Everything that lives and breathes. 

Everything that simply is. Everything. 

LEADER: From the farthest spaces, to the inmost places! 

PEOPLE: God is with us and we are with God. Alleluia! 

LEADER: As people of Christ, gathered at table, 

with our sisters and brothers around the world, 

to remember whose we are, we praise – 

PEOPLE: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

LEADER: Shall we pray? 

With all that we have, with all that we are, 

we worship you, God-of-all-Being. 

Bless this day. Bless this time. Bless this gathering. 

Bless this world, with your overflowing love. Alleluia! 

PEOPLE: Alleluia! Amen!  (Canada) 
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SONG OF HOPE  “The Holy City” Stephen Adams 

 Ron Lindhart, Vocal Soloist 
 

TAKING STOCK OF OUR BLESSINGS AND RESOURCES 

 “Donate” tab at urbucc.org  

 This week, we are invited to participate virtually in the annual effort to raise the resources needed to 

help combat hunger via the Hunger Hike. At some point during this week, participants are invited to walk, 

run, bike or ride a yak on whatever route works for you at whatever time works for you. Next Sunday, 

October 11 at 1:30 p.m. there will be an on-line celebration of the gifts shared to help in the fight against 

hunger, here locally and around the world.  
 

As far as donations go, the preferred method would be as follows: 

Donate on the Hunger Hike website:  http://dsmhungerhike.weebly.com/2016.html electronically, or  

Send a check to the church with the memo line designated for the Hunger Hike. 
 

You are welcome to publish our email addresses if anyone has a question: 

Sandy Gahn:  roodoc@hotmail.com 

Kathy Marean:  dragonfly2215@msn.com 
 

 Jot down what you have that you can share with others, sidewalk messages, a sign in a window, a 

card or letter or e-mail, fabric for masks or toilet paper of which you may have more than enough. 
 

 Think about how you might reveal the Presence of the Holy to the world through the sharing of your 

gifts and resources that you have at your disposal. 
 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE 

God of brilliant sunsets and shining rainbows, 

God of golden daffodils and glowing autumn leaves, 

God of all the blues of sunlit seas, 

God of all the shades of green in bush and field, 

in rivers and oceans and lakes, 

in rough stones on a beach and polished jewels in a showcase, 

God of people, brown and amber, pink and ebony, 

artistic and athletic, practical and visionary, 

compassionate and laughter-bringing, 

God who colours us a world of variety, 

We thank you that you have made each of us unique, 

that you call us to contribute our special colours to the life around us. 

We come to you in thanksgiving and worship. Amen  (Aotearoa / New Zealand) 
 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 21:33-46 (The Inclusive Bible) 
 33“Listen to another parable. There was a property owner who planted a vineyard, put a hedge around 

it, installed a winepress and erected a tower. Then the owner leased it out to tenant farmers and went on a 

journey. 

 34“When vintage time arrived, the owner sent aides to the tenants to divide the shares of the grapes. 
35The tenants responded by seizing the aides. They beat one, killed another and stoned a third. 36A second 

time the owner sent even more aides than before, but they treated them the same way. 37Finally, the owner 

sent the family heir to them, thinking, ‘They will respect my heir.’ 

 38“When the vine growers saw the heir, they said to one another, ‘Here’s the one who stands in the 

way of our having everything. With a single act of murder we could seize the inheritance.’ 39With that, 

they grabbed and killed the heir outside the vineyard. 40What do you suppose the owner of the vineyard 

will do to those tenants?” 

 41They replied, “The owner will bring that wicked crowd to a horrible death and lease the vineyard 

out to others, who will see to it that there are grapes for the proprietor at vintage time.” 

 42Jesus said to them, “Did you ever read in the scriptures, 

http://dsmhungerhike.weebly.com/2016.html
mailto:roodoc@hotmail.com
mailto:dragonfly2215@msn.com
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  ‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone; 

  It was our God’s doing and we find it marvelous to behold’? 

 43“That’s why I tell you that the kindom of God will be taken from you and given to people who will 

bear its fruit. 

 44“Those who fall on this stone will be dashed to pieces, and those on whom it falls will be smashed.” 

 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard these parables, they realized that Jesus was speaking 

about them. 46Although they sought to arrest him, they feared the crowds, who regarded Jesus as a 

prophet. 
 

This parable closely echoes the oracle (a “love song”) in Isaiah 5, in which the owner lovingly establishes and 
tends the vineyard, only to find that the anticipated crop is “rotten” or “bitter,” useless for making wine. The 

owner then resolves to take down the hedge and wall and allow the vineyard to be grazed, destroying what he 
had built. As Jesus retells it, the fault lies with the tenants, not the crop, and the leaders of the people (chief 

priests and Pharisees) are chastised for not acknowledging that the owner of the vineyard (God) is to be given 

their due. 
 

MEDITATION “The Fruit of the Vineyard” Pastor David Sickelka 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

INVITATION 

The sacraments unite us with believers in every time and place. 
 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

Take a moment now to check your own prayer list. Add the names that need to go on it, review 

the names of those for whom you have been praying. Has an answer or resolution come? If so, 

make gratitude known to others. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

CLOSING HYMN “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” Hymnal 403 
 

BLESSING 

May the God of Life, 

be your guide on the road every day, 

be your refuge in times of uncertainty 

and be your rest in times of fatigue. 

May the God of Life, 

strengthen you when you feel weak, 

comfort you when you feel sad 

and hug you when you feel alone. 

May the God of Life, 

who loves you and knows you, 

cover you with the tenderness of a Mother. 

Forever. 

Amen.  (Argentina) 
 

POSTLUDE 
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THE PRAYER OF JESUS 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 
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“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” Hymnal 403 
 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ love and righteousness; 

I dare not trust this earthly frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

 

Refrain: 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand, 

all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

When shadows veil my Savior’s face, I rest upon unchanging grace; 

In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. 

 

Refrain 

 

Christ’s oath and covenant and blood support me in the rising flood; 

When all around my soul gives way, Christ then is all my hope and stay. 

 

Refrain 

 

When Christ shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in Love be 

found, 

Dressed in God’s righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the 

throne. 
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U R B A N D A L E  U N I T E D  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T  

3530 70th Street, Urbandale, IA  50322  Phone: 515-276-0625  ▪  Fax: 515-276-2451 

www.urbucc.org www.facebook.com/UrbandaleUCC 
 

“We welcome into this community of faith, and affirm the participation in all aspects of church life, 

persons of every age, race, gender identity and expression, nationality, ability, and sexual 

orientation. We will continue our efforts toward inclusiveness, and stand against all forms of 

discrimination. We will empower ourselves, our children, and one another to be fully present in the 

world, living in Christ’s image and striving for justice and peace.”  
 

 

Staff 

The Rev. David P. Sickelka, Senior Pastor .................................................. david.sickelka@urbucc.org 

The Rev. Amy Murray, Ministry Program Coordinator .................................. amy.murray@urbucc.org 

Steven Linn, Music Program Director ............................................................... steven.linn@urbucc.org 

Bobby Stinnett, M.M., Organist,  

 Children/Youth Choirs and Handbell Director ....................................... bobby.stinnett@urbucc.org 

Sophiap Eng-Swanson, Office Coordinator ................................................................. staff@urbucc.org 

Sadmir & Umihana Omerhodzic, Custodian ....................................... sadmir.omerhodzic@urbucc.org 
 

Ministry Leaders 

Caregiving Ministries: 
Caregivers, Homebound ......................... Rachel Siegel ................................ caregivers. 1 @urbucc.org 

Care Connectors ......................................  .................................................. care.connectors@urbucc.org 

Listening Room .......................................  .................................................... listening.room@urbucc.org 

Prayer Circle ................................................................................................... prayer.circle@urbucc.org 

Prayer Shawl Ministry .................................................................................. prayer.shawls@urbucc.org 
 

Leadership Team: 
Moderator ................................................ Jon Greising ....................................... moderator@urbucc.org 

Vice-Moderator ....................................... Diane Dornburg .......................... vicemoderator@urbucc.org 

Treasurer ................................................. Jim Nervig ........................................... treasurer@urbucc.org 

Financial Secretary .................................. Steve Looney ....................................... financial@urbucc.org 

Recording Secretary ................................ Becky Swift .................................. uuccrecorder@urbucc.org 

Ad Ministry Liaison  ............................... Adam Dirks ..................................... ad.ministry@urbucc.oeg 

Christian Growth Liaison  ....................... Chris Jordan  ............................ christian.growth@urbucc.org 

Membership Team .................................. Carol Leadingham ................. membership.team@urbucc.org 

Small Groups Liaison  ............................ Rachel Siegel ................................. small.groups@urbucc.org 

Worship Team  ........................................ Patricia Goldberg ..........................worship.team@urbucc.org 

At Large Members:  Kathy Marean, Jennifer Gardner, Wesley Keeler 
 

Other Contacts: 
Building & Grounds ........................................................................................... B&G.team@urbucc.org 

Social Media Team ................................. Sandy Gahn ................................... social.media@urbucc.org 

 

Church Office hours are Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 

 

For pastoral care, please contact Pastor Dave at 276-0625 (church office), 720-6389 (cell) or 

david.sickelka@urbucc.org. Pastor Dave is off on Mondays but will still respond to emergencies if you call or text. 

 

 

http://www.urbucc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UrbandaleUCC

