
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
invited and welcome here.” 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

A Just Peace and Open and Affirming congregation 

 

October 25, 2020 10:00 a.m. 
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PRELUDE 
 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

• If you can have multiple tabs or windows open on your device, you can pull up the bulletin for 

this service by going to urbucc.org, words to The Prayer of Jesus and Closing Hymn will be on 

your screen as we go through the service. 

• If you want to take a moment to set up your space for whatever helps you pray, meditate, or be 

mindful of God’s presence, please do that. A candle or cross or Bible or whatever helps you. 

Also, minimize distractions, like phones or alarms. 

• We will be asking you to jot some things down, which you may be able to do on the device you 

are using or find a pad and pen/pencil. 

• Later in the service we will read from the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 22, so if you have a 

Bible handy you might want to get it and turn to that passage. We will be reading from the 

Inclusive Bible, so you can compare it with your translation. 

• Next Sunday, November 1st, we will be remembering those who have died in the last year. If 

you have suffered a deep loss in the last year, you might want to spend some time this week 

looking for something to represent that loss. It might be a photo or a piece of jewelry, an urn 

with ashes or a favorite chew toy. Next week we will ring a bell here in the sanctuary for our 

members who have died, and you might want to find a wind chime or bell of your own. If you 

don’t have any luck with that, you can just ring your own doorbell. 
 

GREETING 

“The uncreative mind can spot wrong answers, but it takes a very creative mind to spot wrong 

questions.” Antony Jay, English writer, broadcaster, and director 
  

CALLING OUR ATTENTION TO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

How do you experience God? What is the starting point of your relationship? Can any of us love 

a God who is remote and inaccessible? Can any of us love a god who is vindictive and 

capricious? If God has nothing to do with your life, whose responsibility is that? Today our 

challenge is to find new ways of loving, new ways of worshipping, and new ways of 

communicating. In the dramatic and total re-shuffling of our priorities, what is most important? 

Does the ancient wisdom still apply? In a time of new realities, what is our greatest obligation? 

What is our greatest opportunity? Could the answer to both questions be the same? 
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SONG OF HOPE “Our Great Savior” Rowland H. Prichard 

 Ann Nugent, Vocalist arr. Larry Moore 
 

BAPTISM Edwin James Coughlin, son of Jenny and Kyle Coughlin 

 Sponsors: Patrick and Erin Coughlin 
 

TAKING STOCK OF OUR BLESSINGS AND RESOURCES 

 “Donate” tab at urbucc.org  

 The United Church of Christ provides Disaster Relief funds to areas hard-hit by the storms, fires, 

and other natural and human-caused disasters. If you would like to know more, or contribute to the 

Disaster Relief fund, go to www.ucc.org. 

 This week, we are starting our stewardship campaign, the theme of which is, “Beloved, Love.”  

(I John 4). We will spend some time discussing what it means to make our love concrete and real. 

You may get a phone call asking you to share your thoughts about that in this time of pandemic and 

inviting you to consider a pledge for next year. 

 Jot down what you have that you can share with others - sidewalk messages, a sign in a window 

or yard, a card or letter or e-mail to someone who is having a hard time. Allow the Spirit to guide 

your thoughts.  
 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE 

God of mystery and wonder, never fully known or defined by human thought or senses, we thank 

you for all of the experiences of life that thin the barrier between our perception and your 

Presence. We thank you for the abundance of the earth and for the many ways we share in 

creating that abundance. You have endowed each of us with gifts, not least of which is the 

capacity to love. Each day, we learn anew what it is to love you with our heart and soul and 

mind. Each day we are challenged to love our neighbor. With all that you have given us, we can 

imagine new and startling ways to demonstrate our love. With all the challenges we face, we 

cannot afford to live any other way. So free us now from the excuses we are accustomed to using. 

Release us from the residual hurts of past wrongs and long-held grudges. Make us whole in spirit 

so that we may laugh and sing and dance and revel in the stories and wisdom of our faith. We ask 

in gratitude and commitment. Amen. 
 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO 3RD GRADERS 
 

SCRIPTURE   Matthew 22:34-46 (The Inclusive Bible) 
 

 34When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the Sadducees speechless, they gathered together, 
35and one of them, an expert on the Law, attempted to trick Jesus with this question: 
36“Teacher, which commandment of the Law is the greatest?” 

 37Jesus answered: 

  “‘You must love the Most High God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your 

mind.’  

 38“That is the greatest and first commandment. 39The second is like it: ‘You must love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments the whole Law is based – and the Prophets as 

well.” 

 41While the Pharisees were gathered around him, Jesus asked them this question: 42“What do you 

think about the Messiah? Whose descendant is the Messiah?” 

 They said, “David’s.” 

 43Then Jesus asked, “Then how is it that David, inspired by the Spirit, calls the Messiah 

‘Sovereign’? For he says, 

 44‘The Most High said to my Sovereign, 

  “Sit at my right hand until I place your enemies under your foot.”’ 

 45“If David calls the Messiah ‘Sovereign,’ how can the Messiah be a descendant of David?” 

 46No one could reply, and from that day on no one dared ask him any more questions.  

http://www.ucc.org/
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It is interesting that Jesus answers a question about the Law with what was recited by observant 

Jews every morning and every evening – the Shema. It is an introduction to the law, not the law 

itself. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) Then he quotes Leviticus 19:18, which is part of the law, but is presented 

there as the rationale for not holding grudges or seeking revenge. That Jesus answers a question 

about Law with quotes from things ancillary to the Law must have caught his questioner off guard. 

Perhaps this was also the intent of the question about the Messiah that Jesus poses, in which he 

quotes Psalm 110:1. His objective seemed to be making those opposed to him think in ways they were 

not used to thinking. 
 

MEDITATION “Questions that Transform” Pastor David Sickelka 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

Take a moment now to check your own prayer list. Add the names that need to go on it, review 

the names of those for whom you have been praying. Has an answer or resolution come? If so, 

make gratitude known to others. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

CLOSING HYMN  “More Love to You, O Christ” Hymnal 456 
 

BLESSING 

May the questions of your heart go unanswered, so that your quest for knowing may be replaced 

by an appreciation for mystery. May the answers you have been given reveal to you their own 

inadequacy. And may you find peace among those who live the questions with you, love the 

journey you share, and challenge you into growth and generosity. Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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THE PRAYER OF JESUS 
 

Our *Abba who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

 
*Abba is the ancient Aramaic word that Jesus preferred to refer to God. It is most often 

translated as “Father.” 
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“More Love to You, O Christ” Hymnal 456 
 

More love to you, O Christ, more love to you! 

Hear now the prayer I make faith to renew. 

 

Refrain: 

In all I say and do, more love, 

O Christ, to you, 

more love to you, 

more love to you! 

 

Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest; 

Now you alone I seek, give what is best: 

 

Refrain 

 

Then shall my latest breath whisper your praise; 

This be the parting cry my heart shall raise: 

 

Refrain 
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U R B A N D A L E  U N I T E D  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T  

3530 70th Street, Urbandale, IA  50322  Phone: 515-276-0625  ▪  Fax: 515-276-2451 

www.urbucc.org www.facebook.com/UrbandaleUCC 
 

“We welcome into this community of faith, and affirm the participation in all aspects of church life, 

persons of every age, race, gender identity and expression, nationality, ability, and sexual 

orientation. We will continue our efforts toward inclusiveness, and stand against all forms of 

discrimination. We will empower ourselves, our children, and one another to be fully present in the 

world, living in Christ’s image and striving for justice and peace.” 
 

 

Staff 

The Rev. David P. Sickelka, Senior Pastor .................................................. david.sickelka@urbucc.org 

The Rev. Amy Murray, Ministry Program Coordinator .................................. amy.murray@urbucc.org 

Steven Linn, Music Program Director ............................................................... steven.linn@urbucc.org 

Bobby Stinnett, M.M., Organist,  

 Children/Youth Choirs and Handbell Director ....................................... bobby.stinnett@urbucc.org 

Sophiap Eng-Swanson, Office Coordinator ................................................................. staff@urbucc.org 

Sadmir & Umihana Omerhodzic, Custodian ....................................... sadmir.omerhodzic@urbucc.org 
 

Ministry Leaders 

Caregiving Ministries: 
Caregivers, Homebound ......................... Rachel Siegel ................................ caregivers. 1 @urbucc.org 

Care Connectors ......................................  .................................................. care.connectors@urbucc.org 

Listening Room .......................................  .................................................... listening.room@urbucc.org 

Prayer Circle ................................................................................................... prayer.circle@urbucc.org 

Prayer Shawl Ministry .................................................................................. prayer.shawls@urbucc.org 
 

Leadership Team: 
Moderator ................................................ Jon Greising ....................................... moderator@urbucc.org 

Vice-Moderator ....................................... Diane Dornburg .......................... vicemoderator@urbucc.org 

Treasurer ................................................. Jim Nervig ........................................... treasurer@urbucc.org 

Financial Secretary .................................. Steve Looney ....................................... financial@urbucc.org 

Recording Secretary ................................ Becky Swift .................................. uuccrecorder@urbucc.org 

Ad Ministry Liaison  ............................... Adam Dirks ..................................... ad.ministry@urbucc.oeg 

Christian Growth Liaison  ....................... Chris Jordan  ............................ christian.growth@urbucc.org 

Membership Team .................................. Carol Leadingham ................. membership.team@urbucc.org 

Small Groups Liaison  ............................ Rachel Siegel ................................. small.groups@urbucc.org 

Worship Team  ........................................ Patricia Goldberg ..........................worship.team@urbucc.org 

At Large Members:  Kathy Marean, Jennifer Gardner, Wesley Keeler 
 

Other Contacts: 
Building & Grounds ........................................................................................... B&G.team@urbucc.org 

Social Media Team ................................. Sandy Gahn ................................... social.media@urbucc.org 

 

Church Office hours are Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 

For pastoral care, please contact Pastor Dave at 276-0625 (church office), 720-6389 (cell) or 
david.sickelka@urbucc.org. Pastor Dave is off on Mondays but will still respond to emergencies if you call or text. 

http://www.urbucc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UrbandaleUCC

